
Sewing Machine
Shopping Guide

Buying a new sewing machine is exciting but can be a bit overwhelming. 
There are so many choices with a wide variety of features and functions. To 
find the best machine for you and your sewing interests, it will take some 
research and thought on your part. Use this guide to make notes about what 
you want to investigate when you go sewing machine shopping. 



Favorite Type(s) of Sewing
Some machines have specific features, functions, and accessories that are used for 
particular types of sewing, such as quilting or crafting. Many sewers concentrate on one  
or two types of sewing, and others embrace all types. Identify what you like to stitch and 
focus on machines that are suited for the types of sewing you enjoy most.

Quilting Fashion

Crafting

Mixed Media

Home Dec Machine Embroidery

Current Likes/Dislikes
Three things you love about your current machine:

Three things you dislike about your current machine:



Friends/Reviews
Ask your friends what they like and dislike about their machines. Research online, looking 
at reviews. Don’t get too wrapped up in this because it’s easy to get overwhelmed before 
you even start to shop!

Where to Shop
Buying from a sewing machine store offers  support and instruction for learning how to 
use your new machine. It also gives you the opportunity to explore new creative sewing 
techniques. If you have already selected the brand you want, the only thing left is to visit 
the designated dealer and choose the model that‘s best for you. If you haven’t decided 
on a brand, you can plan a marathon day of shopping and check out several brand at 
different locations or go to one location that has multiple brands.

A Budget Range
No matter how frugal or how extravagant you are, there is a machine for your budget. You 
get a LOT more with today’s machines than even just a few years ago. They are easier to 
use, more automatic, and have more features and functions, as well as WAY more stitch 
choices so the value has increased with the price. Yes, machines are more sophisticated 
and more expensive than in the past, but you can still buy simple inexpensive machines.

New features you’ve seen that you want to explore:
The Latest Features and Functions



Make sure you understand what accessories and services are included with your 
purchase.  Don’t forget to ask about available options that add value to the machine.

Have fun shopping, good luck, 
and enjoy your new sewing 
machine!

Be Prepared
Always sit and sew at any machine you are considering. It needs to feel and sound 
right to you and the only way to know if it does is to test drive it. Make notes as you shop 
because the machine features will start to run together, causing confusion.

If you sew any unusual fabrics such as stiff leather, delicate tulle, knits, and silk, you’ll 
want to be prepared when you shop. Take swatches to sew these materials on various 
machines to see how they handle them. 

If you are trading in your current machine, make sure you know the brand and model 
number as well as a list of presser feet and accessories that go with it. As you get close 
to making a buying decision, you can take the machine in so the dealer can give you the 
accurate trade-in value.

Specialty Presser Feet
Additional Technique/Project 
Classes Offered
Extended Warranty

Added Value
Presser Feet
Factory-trained Service
Free Machine Instruction
Warranty

Included

Sewing Machine Value


